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This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, Including this cover sheet. 
These annexes consist of a total of 3 sheets. 



3. 



This report contains Indications relating to the following Items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the International application 
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Form PCT^PEA/4Q9 (Cover Sheet) (Januaiy 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/CA 02A)1533 



I. Basis of the report 

^ ■ ^l®™®"*® °f t"?® international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 

^nJtr^nJ}^ ^ff""^ '"/^^.^"^^ ^ 3/7 mvitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as 'originally filed' 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 17)y 



Description, Pages 

1-3, 5-8 
4 



as originally filed 

filed with telefax on 16.07.2004 



Claims, Numbers 
1.2,4-13 



filed with telefax on 16.07.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 
m-4/4 



as originally filed 



With regard to the language, all the elements marl<ed above were available or fumished to this Authoritv in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under tliis item ^ 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 
□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 



□ 



Rulir55.2^anc^rV5T)^'^^'°" furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 

Ko?t?f.'o.*° pucfeotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



□ 
□ 



contained in the intemational application in written form. 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been fumished u«yuriu me aisciosure 

LTn??aTbTe" fumtehid° ^«^°rded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings, 



pages: 

Nos.r 

sheets: 



Form PCT/IPEA/ 409 (January 2004) 




INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/CA 02/01 533 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucfi amendment must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35<2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such statement *^«imy, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


4-13 




No: 


Claims 


1.2 


inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1,2,4-13 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,2,4-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Januaiy 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/CA 02/01 533 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



As apparent from the document first cited In the search report, EP-A-0 890 373, the 
concept of a foam carpet comprising a top layer and a bottom layer made of the same 
material and a middle layer having a density lower than that of the outer layers and a 
compressibility higher than that of the outer layers formed part of the state of the art at 
the priority date (see column 1 , lines 43 to 51 and column 3, lines 18 to 23). 

The authorised officer concludes that the inventions outlined in claims 1 and 2 lack 
novelty over the prior art. 

The inventions outlined in claims 4 to 13 are considered not to involve an inventive step 
because they appear to merely concretise or supplement the prior art concept by 

introducing restrictions defined so broadly that it does not appear plausible that (all 
embodiments of) the generic teaching defined by those restrictions should ensure 
the achievement of a desirable technical result derivable from the application as 
filed and/or 



presenting requirements any person skilled in the relevant technical field would 
have considered desirable. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-Aprll 1997) 



